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Ryszard Zarudzki, PhD 
Undersecretary of State 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Poland. 
 
Mr. Ryszard Zarudzki, Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development. Born on July 7, 1959, province Kuyavian-Pomeranian Voivodeship, 
Bydgoszcz district. Doctor of Agricultural Sciences. In 1987-1997 he was a research 
worker, assistant at the Department of Animal Production at the University of 
Technology and Agriculture in Bydgoszcz. In the period 1997-2006, he worked at the 
Pomeranian Agricultural Advisory Center in Gdańsk - Lipce. In the years 2006 - 2008 he 
was the Director of the Pomeranian Regional Office of the Agency for Restructuring and 
Modernization of Agriculture. In 2007, he was the Director of the Department of 
Environment and Agriculture at the Pomeranian Voivodship Office.  Since November 
2015, Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
supervising: Department of Direct Payments, Department of Rural Development, 
Department of Strategy, Analysis and Development and Technical Assistance Office.  
Since -2016 a member of the Council of the National Center for Research and 
Development, transfer of knowledge and innovation for agricultural practice. Author or 
co-author of numerous scientific and popular science papers in the field of agriculture 
and food economy. 
 
 
 

 

Monika Rzepecka 
General Director 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Poland 
 
Monika Rzepecka is the General Director in the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development(MARD). She is a graduate of the Faculty of Food Technology and Human 
Nutrition at the Warsaw University of Life Scieces, political science at the Faculty of 
Journalism and Political Sciences at the Warsaw University and the National School of 
Public Administration. In the years 2006-2009 she was the Chief Inspector of Agricultural 
and Food Quality Inspection. From January 2010 to September 2010, she was the 
Director of the Department of European Affairs and International Cooperation at the 
Ministry of Science and Higher Education. Until the moment of her appointment for the 
General Director, she was a minister's counselor in the Strategy Department, and then 
the Department of Innovation and Development in the Ministry of Science and Higher 
Education, responsible for matters related to agriculture, food and the bioeconomy. 
 
 
 

 

Liutauras Guobys  
Policy Officer at the European Commission, DG R&I, Bioeconomy Directorate. 
SCAR Secretary 
 
Mr. Liutauras Guobys works as a Policy Officer at the European Commission, Directorate-
General for Research and Innovation, Bioeconomy Directorate. He is the Executive 
Secretary of the European Commission’s Standing Committee on Agricultural Research 
(SCAR) - responsible for the SCAR Secretariat, planning and organising the work of the 
Committee, and advising and assisting the Chair of SCAR. He is also responsible, in close 
coordination with colleagues from other services and Directorates-General of the 
European Commission, for elaborating and following up actions of the EU Bioeconomy 
Strategy related to investing, financing, and digitalisation in bioeconomy.  Throughout 
the career at the European Commission, European Parliament, Lithuanian Parliament 
(Seimas), European Economic and Social Committee, Liutauras Guobys has been involved 
in a broad range of activities of the European Union, including Bioeconomy, Research, 
Innovation, Space, Transport, Energy, ICT, Industry, SMEs, Regional, Trade, Development 
policies, EU budgetary control, as well as international cooperation and inter-
institutional collaboration and coordination. 
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Barna Kovács, PhD 

Counsellor at the Permanent Representation of Hungary to the EU. 
Former SCAR Secretary; BIOEAST Secretary General 
 
Mr. Barna Kovács is currently working as counsellor at the Permanent Representation of 
Hungary to the EU. He has been appointed as the Secretary General of the BIOEAST 
Initiative. Between 2009-2017, he worked as scientific and policy officer in the European 
Commission. Mr. Kovacs was secretary for the Standing Committee on Agricultural 
Research. His responsibilities covered research project management and policy 
definition, contributing to conceptual reflections, strategic documents and new 
approaches for the implementation of the Bioeconomy Strategy. In the period of 2004-
2009 he worked in Brussels in the European Parliament. Upon obtaining his PhD degree 
and teaching at the Budapest University of Economic Science and Public Administration, 
in 1999-2004 he worked at the Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture and Hungarian 
Statistical Office. His scientific background covers management and business 
administration focusing on localized agri-food systems and the socio-economic aspects 
of the bioeconomy.  
 
 
 

 

Anastasiya Terzieva 

Researcher at National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA), France. 
Member of SCAR Strategic Working Group Food Systems 
 
Anastasiya Terzieva has graduated from La Sorbonne Nouvelle - Paris III with a Master 
Degree in European studies after which she specialised in European project management 
at the University of Cergy-Pontoise in France.  After working for an international project 
at INRA, Anastasiya joined Monique Axelos’ team (chair of SCAR FOOD SYSTEMS SWG) in 
2017. As a project manager, she is currently supporting and coordinating the work of the 
SCAR FS SWG and assisting its members and the chair.  Prior to her experience at INRA, 
she worked for a MEP, member of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 
in the European Parliament. 
 
 
 

 

Anikó Juhász, PhD 

Deputy Secretary of State, Ministry of Agriculture, Hungary. 
Co-chair of SCAR Strategic Working Group AKIS 
 
Ms. Anikó Juhász is Deputy Secretary of State, Ministry of Agriculture, Hungary since June 
2018. She was the general director of AKI (Research Institute of Agricultural Economics, 
Budapest, Hungary) from 2015. She has her master’s degree in Horticultural Engineering 
(1997) and her PhD in Management and Business Administration (2010). She has 17 years 
of experience in food supply chains and related policy research, especially the relevance 
of short food supply chains and quality schemes in Hungary. She was a chief planner of 
the Short Supply Chain Thematic Subprogram of the Hungarian Rural Development Plan 
(2014-2020) between 2013 and 2014 and a member of the European Commission DG-
Agri Agricultural Markets Task Force (2016). She is a member of the Advisory Group for 
H2020 Societal Challenge 2 “Food Security, Sustainable Agriculture and Forestry, Marine, 
Maritime and Inland Water Research, and the Bioeconomy” (2016-2018). Finally she is 
SCAR AKIS SWG co-chair (2017-2018) and a project and programme evaluator of FP7 and 
H2020 calls since 2012.  
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Alexandros Theodoridis, PhD 

National Contact Point Bioeconomy, Project Management Jülich, Germany. 
Chair of the SCAR Strategic Working Group Bioeconomy 
 
Alexandros Theodoridis is a Bio-NCP at the German National Contact Point Bioeconomy 
since February 2014. He is one of the BBI JU experts in the NCP Bioeconomy. He also 
represents the German NCP Bioeconomy in the European Bio-NCP network “BioHorizon” 
and is a member of its management team. Before joining the National Contact Point he 
worked for 1.5 years as a programme manager in the field of European framework 
programmes (FP7 and Horizon 2020) for a project management office. He holds a PhD in 
immunobiology from the Friedrich-Alexander-University Erlangen-Nuremberg (Erlangen, 
Germany).  
 
 

 

Rolf Stratmann, PhD 

Scientific Officer at Project Management Jülich, Germany . 
Coordinator of SCAR CASA  
 
Profession: Biologist (cell and molecular biology); Diploma (2002) and PhD (2007) at the 
University of Heidelberg. Employment: Scientific Officer at the Forschungszentrum Jülich 
GmbH in the department Project Management Jülich; National Contact Point for Theme 
1 Health and 2 “Bioeconomy” in the 7th Frameworkprogramme and in Horizon 2020 
Societal Challenge 1 and 2 as well as the Biotechnology part of Leadership in Enabling 
and Industrial Technologies (pillar 2). Participated in KBBE-NET (2005-2011) and SCAR 
(ongoing). Prepared and coordinates the Horizon 2020 Coordination and Support Action 
CASA. 
 
 

 

Dorri te Boekhorst, MSc 

Policy advisor, PM Consultancy, Netherlands  
Expert for the SCAR CASA studies on representation and inclusion  
 
Dorri te Boekhorst (1976) received her master degree in Biology from the University of 
Nijmegen, The Netherlands. Over the past fifteen years she has been doing research and 
managing projects covering integrated water management, sustainable development 
and higher education. Since 2015 she contributes as independent policy advisor to 
strategic joint programming projects, in particular FACCE‐JPI, SCAR CASA and the ERA‐
NET Cofund Core Organic. 
 
 

 

Waldemar Guba, PhD 

Director of Department for Analysis, Strategy and Development,  
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Poland. 
 
Director of the Department of Strategies, Analyses and Development in the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development, in charge of strategic programming, analyses of the 
common agricultural policy reforms and cooperation with public agricultural advisory 
and research institutions. In 1995–2002, he worked with the Agricultural Policy Analysis 
Unit (SAEPR/FAPA) in charge of economic analyses supporting Poland’s EU accession 
process. Graduated from the Warsaw Agricultural University (1988), MSc degree in Wey 
College, University of London (1994) and PhD degree in Agricultural Economics at the 
University of Goettingen (2000). 
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Prof. Eugeniusz Karol Chylek 

Lecturer at the Wrocław University of Environmental Life and Sciences; Minister’s council 
at Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Poland. 
National representative in SCAR  
 
The Minister's counsel in the Department of Strategies, Analyses and Development in the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and lecturer at the Wrocław University of 
Environmental Life and Sciences of the Postgraduate Studies “AGROUNIA”. Since 2004 
Polish Representative in Standing Committee on Agricultural Research DG R&I European 
Commission. Professional Skills: Knowledge of system of agricultural research and 
extension service; needs, organisational structure and methodology of science work and 
extension. Knowledge of institutional solutions in the area of agricultural sciences and 
flow of information between the science and agricultural practices and theoretical and 
practical knowledge of problems of agriculture, bio-economy, food economy and rural 
areas. 
 
 

 

Prof. Wiesław Oleszek 

Director of Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation - State Research Institute, Poland. 
 
Prof. Wieslaw Oleszek is the general director of IUNG-PIB (Institute of Soil Science and 
Plant Cultivation, State Research Institute, Pulawy, Poland) from 2010. He has got his PhD 
and habilitation degrees in plant biochemistry (phytochemistry). Published over 250 
research papers on natural products in relation to food and feed quality, health benefits, 
plant protection etc. He served as president of the Phytochemical Society of Europe 
(2008-2014). For number of years he was a member of  the Domain Committee “Food 
and Agriculture” COST,  and European Expert Panel on Nitrogen Use Efficiency (2014-
2018). In 2018 he was appointed a member of the Configuration 'Food security, 
sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine, maritime and inland water research, and 
the bioeconomy' of the Horizon 2020 Programme Committee. He participated in a 
number of FP projects since 5th FP and coordinated RegPot (Proficiency) and Era Chair 
(BioEcon). He is a member of Polish Academy of Science. 
 
 

 

Jerzy Kozyra, PhD 

Researcher at Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation - State Research Institute, 
Poland. 
 
Dr. hab. Jerzy Kozyra working in the Institute of Soil Science an Plant Cultivation at 
Department of Bioeconomy and System Analysis. His main scientific interest is 
assessment of climate change impact on agriculture, adaptation and mitigation measures 
in face of climate change, decision support systems in agriculture, GHG emission 
evaluation and remote sensing. He was an coordinator of agricultural experts group in 
national project “Development and implementation of a strategic adaptation plan for the 
sectors and areas vulnerable to climate change in Poland”. He is regular expert for 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development for CAP and climate and environmental 
issues and bioeconomy. He was consultant for DG Agri; DG CLIMA, CLIMA-EAST project 
and WMO Task Team Agromet of the Working Group on Climate and Hydrology. 
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Assoc. Prof. Malgorzata Zimniewska 

Acting Director of Institute of Natural Fibres & Medicinal Plants, Poland. 
 
PhD (2006) and habilitation (2016) degree - in human-ecologic bast fibers application at 
Lodz Technical University, Poland.  
She has an extensive experience in the research on linen and hemp processing, 
technologies and evaluation, to meet the specific needs of different plant and fiber 
industrial applications. She served as a Chair of DNFI - Discover Natural Fibers Initiatives 
Network from 2013 to 2016, also as Vice Chair of Quality Control in H2020, Research 
Executive Agency, Future and Emerging Technologies, European Commission.  She has 
led many international, European and national projects. She has authored and co-
authored more than 150 scientific articles and 4 patents. 
 
 
 

 

Paweł Chmieliński, PhD 

Senior researcher at Institute of Agricultural and Food Economics - National Research 
Institute, Poland. 
Coordinator of the European Rural Development Network (ERDN) and 
Polands’representative of the SCAR SWG Food Systems 
 
Assistant professor at the Department of Social and Regional Policy IAFE-NRI. 
Coordinator of the European Rural Development Network (ERDN, www.erdn.eu), an 
international research association est. 2002 to encompass the leading research centres 
carrying out the research in the area of agricultural economics and rural development in 
Europe, with special focus on Central-Eastern European Countries. Secretary of the IAFE-
NRI Scientific Board. Team leader in Horizon 2020 project PERCEIVE 
(www.perceiveproject.eu). Member of the board of the Local Action Group "Zielone 
Sąsiedztwo" (Green Neighbourhood). Member of scientific (incl. EAAE, RSA, ERSA) and 
professional bodies. Poland’s representative to the SCAR Food Systems SWG. 
 
 

 

Janusz Dąbrowski 
Advisor at Agricultural Advisory Centre in Brwinów, Poland 
 
Janusz Dąbrowski is currently employed in the Agricultural Advisory Centre in Brwinów 
(Section of Innovation in Agriculture). He is responsible for overall coordination of H2020 
and others external projects delivered by AAC. Moreover, his terms of reference include 
analytical activities in scope of the EU and national policy in view of role of agricultural 
advisory within the framework of AKIS.  Previously he had been working as a freelancer 
consultant on technical assistance projects in Poland, the Balkans and Ukraine. 
 

  
  

http://www.erdn.eu/
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Justyna Cieslikowska  
Chief Specialist at the Department for Analysis, Strategy and Development, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development, Poland. 
National representative for SCAR Steering Group 
 
Ms. Justyna Cieślikowska has over 10 years of experience in the Ministry of Agricultural 
and Rural Development. She is engaged in the ministry’s activities in the area of research 
& innovation for agriculture, including bioeconomy (i.e.: related to  the Horizon2020 
Program, Central and Eastern European Countries cooperation). Polish representative 
and contact person of the BIOEAST initiative. Polish representative in the SCAR Steering 
Group for Standing Committee on Agricultural Research (SCAR). Organizer of PL SCAR 
National Meeting. 
 
 

 

 

Christine Bunthof, PhD 

Policy officer at Wageningen University & Research (WUR), The Netherlands. 
WP leader in SCAR CASA, organiser SCAR national  meetings 
 
Dr. Christine Bunthof is a research policy and - strategy officer and leads the joint 
programming team at Wageningen University and Research. As the focal information 
point on public research partnerships, the joint programming officers give advice, 
maintain www.jointprogramming.nl and publishes a monthly newsletter. Dr Bunthof 
coordinated the Platform of bioeconomy ERA-NET Actions (FP7, H2020 PLATFORM), is 
since 2010 involved in FACCE-JPI, is a Work Package leader FACCE EVOLVE and FACCE 
ERA ‐ GAS ERA-NET Cofund. She is also member of several national mirror groups and 
expert advisory boards of JPIs and ERA-NETs. In SCAR CASA Christine leads the work on 
inclusiveness and representation. Christine has an MSc degree in Molecular Sciences 
from Wageningen University, a PhD degree in Food Microbiology and was a post-doc 
fellow at the Dutch research institute Plant Research International. She worked 
previously as manager ERA-NET Plant Genomics (at the Dutch Research Council 2004-
2010), as FP7 liaison officer and subsidy advisor (2010-2012), and has extensive 
experience in various review processes (of proposals, programmes, and ERA-NET Cofund 
processes). In 2013 Dr. Bunthof was selected as a European Bioeconomy Panel member. 
 

 

http://www.jointprogramming.nl/

