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Aim of the public consultation

• The aim of the public consultation was to collect input to further develop and strengthen the SFS
partnership SRIA to its final stable format.

• A kind reminder: the SRIA will continue to follow and reflect the published SFS partnership proposal
(April 2022).

• Consultation closed 19th Dec 2022

• The consultation question sections:

 A: General Questions (questions 1-10)

 B: General SRIA evaluation (11-15)

 C: Research and innovation (R&I) Areas and transversal Activity Areas (16-33)

 D: SRIA level of ambition (34-37)

 E: The Partnership SFS connected to other Partnerships and interaction with different stakeholders (38-43)

 F: Final comments (44-46)



Distribution of the public consultation



Results of the public consultation



Results of the public consultation



Section C: The R&I Areas and transversal Activity Areas are
relevant and will contribute to building sustainable food systems



Section C: The R&I Areas and transversal Activity Areas are
relevant and will contribute to building sustainable food systems



Section D:  What is the level of ambition in the SRIA regarding the 
different aspect of sustainable food systems 



Public consultation summary

•

•
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The Why, When, What, Who & How of the Partnership 



Why?
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Bilateral & Global Trade Policies

Biodiversity Strategy 2030

Bioeconomy Strategy and Action Plan

Blue Economy

Circular Economy action plan

2030 Climate Target Plan

Common Agricultural Policy / Common Fisheries Policy

Europe's Beating Cancer Plan

Europe’s Digital Decade

Farm-to-Fork Strategy

Food2030

Green deal

High Level Expert Group, Platform for Food Systems Science (IPFSS)

Open Science Policy

Single Market for Green Products

a Soil Deal for Europe

Sustainable Aquaculture

Waste Framework Directive

Zero pollution action plan

Partnership Agroecology

Partnership Animal Health and Welfare

Partnership Agriculture of Data

Partnership Biodiversa+

Partnership Circular Bio-Based Europe

(Partnership) EIT Food

Partnership ERA4Health

Partnership Sustainable Blue Economy

Partnership Water4All

2030 Agenda for sustainable development & SDG, 2015

FAO/WHO ICN2 Rome Declaration & Framework for Action 2014

UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sust. Development (2021-2030).

UN FS summit 2021 proposed action tracks

United Nations (UN) Decade of Action on Nutrition 2016-2025



Why > vision & mission of P-SFS?



When?



https://doi.org/10.1007/s10806-021-09850-7


What? (post farming & fishing oriented      FS )

https://scar-europe.org/images/FOOD/Main_actions/Food-Systems-Partnership_Narrative-06-2021.pdf
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-04/ec_rtd_he-partnership-sustainable-food-systems-april_2022.pdf


Who? > a vibrant community, all over Europe!

http://www.foodpaths.eu/


How? Impact (what we like to achieve)

A European Sustainable Food System in 2050 and beyond based on inter-connected, territorialised, sustainable food systems (being fair, safe, healthy, biodiverse, ..)

Outcomes:

- EU-wide functioning Partnership, based on collective and inclusive actions, providing knowledge for realising European SFS Policies, as well as public and private sector opportunities

- Strong foundation for a European SFS Research Area, connected to global initiatives, with harmonised EU-wide policies and regulations, while respecting locally diverse contexts

General objective (‘we like to’):

1. Understand what SFS are, how they function and how to enable their development;

2. Demonstrate that the partnerships ‘systemic approach’ functions as a catalyst – for many FS actors – to jointly transform FS into SFS (also beyond the lifetime of the Partnership);

3. Ensure that the well-governed Partnership contributes to SFS via frameworks and evidence-supporting policy options for EC objectives in F2F Strategy, Missions, Green Deal, UN-SDGs

4. Co-create with various actors in a diversity of Living Labs to develop SFS concepts.

Specific objectives (leading to concrete outputs that are generically applicable):

i. Deepen insights in SFS research and innovation in particular in 4 thematic R&I areas, all considered from a FS lens and supporting transition through Living Labs;

ii. Develop an innovative, systems approach that changes our way of collaborative working in RIPE activities;

iii. Establish a vibrant epistemic community based on accepted working procedures, joint activities, and pooled resources that works together with related Partnerships.

Thematic R&I Areas

R&I Area 1: Change the way we eat: Transition to 

sustainable healthy diets everywhere: shifting dietary 

patterns and consumption of safe, healthy, nutritious, 

affordable, accessible, equitable with reduced 

environmental footprint and culturally accepted foods.

R&I Area 2: Change the way we process and supply 

food: Supply-and demand-side research and 

innovation topics reorienting the activities in post-

farming and fishing to reach sustainable healthy 

diets.

R&I Area 3: Change the way we connect 

with food systems: Citizen engagement 

and consumer trust in reoriented food 

systems delivering sustainable diets. 

R&I Area 4: Change the way we govern 

food systems: Leverage points for local, 

national, EU and global transition 

pathways, public procurement, F2F code 

of conduct & local initiatives (incl. cities). 

Transversal Activities

Activity A: Pooling R&I resources and programming 

Joint transnational R&I support via project funding and 

alignment of funding priorities and mechanisms 

enabling multi-actor and systems approaches

Activity B: Launching a FS observatory

Platform for sharing methods, metrics, data and 

assessments on the sustainability performance of 

food systems

Activity C: Establishing a FS Knowledge 

Hub for complex FS, transformative 

research and FS-Labs on systemic 

innovations at different scales (using a 

’vitrine’ for demo’s)

Activity D: Knowledge sharing, and 

scaling: Adapting knowledge systems, 

innovation & demo platforms and 

science-policy- society interfaces for 

ensuring impact

Process cycle (for all Activity Areas)

Foresights & planning (strategy & portfolio management), acting and developing (collaborative activities in FS labs), monitoring (via P-SFS specific KPI’s), analysing and assessing, learning and

deliberating, sharing and scaling, feeding back and adapting (the cycle of activities in different contexts), Impacting and strengthening the ERA



How? (II) 



How? (III) 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tifs.2022.03.027
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R&I AREA 1
‘Change the way we eat’



Two perspectives on “the way we eat”

Afshin et al. In: Yamey G, ed. The Handbook 
of Global Health Policy. Wiley-Blackwell, San Francisco, 2014

Swinburn,The Global Syndemic of Obesity, Undernutrition, and
Climate Change: The Lancet Commission report, Lancet 2019; 393: 791–846



PLATE is pivotal

• In all pathways

IMPACT of diet

• Health

• Environment

ACTORS

• Consumers

• Retail, .... 

• Culture (social)

• Economy

FOOD SYSTEM

• Supply chain & 

feed back loops

• Interventions by 

policy, industry

PLATE IMPACTACTORS

Feedback loops





Transition to sustainable & healthy diets everywhere: shifting food environments and consumer behavior to 
promote sustainable consumption of safe, healthy, nutritious, affordable, accessible, equitable and culturally 
acceptable tasteful foods while tackling malnutrition in all its forms



R&I AREA 1 ‘Change the way we eat ’
Public consultation main feedback

 Many comments in support of the 

content which was already included 

in R&I Area 1. 

 Strong support to the systems 

approach and the integration of 

health, nutrition and other 

sustainability aspects seen in a 

holistic way. 

R&I Area 1: ‘Change the way we eat’
importance



R&I AREA 1 ‘Change the way we eat ’

 DEFINITION -SUSTAINABLE HEALTHY DIETS (SHD)

The partnership on Sustainable Food Systems will adhere to the definition of sustainable 

diets as defined jointly by FAO and WHO (2019)* under the term “Sustainable Healthy Diets”. Sustainable 

Healthy Diets (SHD) are dietary patterns that promote all dimensions of individuals’ health and wellbeing; 

have low environmental pressure and impact; are accessible, affordable, safe and equitable; and are 

culturally acceptable. The aims of Sustainable Healthy Diets are to achieve optimal growth and development 

of all individuals and support functioning and physical, mental, and social wellbeing at all life stages for 

present and future generations; contribute to preventing all forms of malnutrition (i.e. undernutrition, 

micronutrient deficiency, overweight and obesity); reduce the risk of diet-related NCDs; and support the 

preservation of biodiversity and planetary health. Sustainable healthy diets must combine all the dimensions 

of sustainability to avoid unintended consequences.

FAO and WHO. 2019. Sustainable healthy diets – Guiding principles. Rome,  https://www.fao.org/3/ca6640en/ca6640en.pdf 



Public consultation main feedback
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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R&I AREA 2 
‘Change the way we process and supply food’



R&I 2 Focus:



Challenges in ‘post-farming & -fishing’ (F2F++, SDGs, ..)





Objective: contributing to sustainable outcomes 
via innovative processing and distribution, targeting:



R&I questions:
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R&I AREA 3
‘Change the way we connect in food systems’



Overview of Area 3

• 

• 

• 



Main feedback

•

•

Importance of R&I Area 3 ‘Change the way we
connect with food systems’

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Examples of changes made based on your 
feedback

Minor change: 
Change the title: Change the way we connect in food 
systems’

The 
power difference between the individual consumer/citizen 
and large food systems players that have strong influence 
at European and national level is not clearly described. 
Too much focus is put on individual behaviour change, 
which is very challenging in the current playing field, 
which we cannot call equal.

Overlap between area 1 and 3:
There seems to be some overlap or redundancies with 
Area 1. 
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R&I AREA 4
‘Change the way we govern food systems’



Why governance

The many challenges related to 
Food Systems (FS) .... have made 

clear that we urgently need to 
improve our FS governance 

beyond today’s predominantly 
fragmented and sectoral 

approach” (Food2030 - EC, 
2020) 



Domains of action



Addressing policy problems



Theme 4 – research questions
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ACTIVITY AREA ‘A’

‘Pooling R&I resources and programming’



You are here



Activity A: Pooling R&I resources and programming



Activity A: Pooling R&I resources and programming

•

•

→

→



Activity A: Pooling R&I resources and programming



Activity A: Pooling R&I resources and programming



Activity A: Pooling R&I resources and programming
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ACTIVITY ‘B’ 
‘Launching a Food systems observatory’



Food systems observatory



R&I challenges



Methods, metrics and tools
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ACTIVITY ‘C’
‘Establishing a Food systems knowledge hub’



Activity C: Food systems knowledge hub 



Definition (What?)



Multistakeholder approach (Who?)



Contribution to impact pathways

The FS-lab knowledge hub will:
• Be composed by a network of FS-Labs
• Implement a basic level of joint protocols
• Ensure that FS-labs use a Food systems approach 
• Deliver a minimum set of recordings of results and experiences
• Allow learning, experimenting and scaling of outcomes



Contribution to impact pathways

Individual FS-labs will contribute to:
• Innovations in FS governance
• Innovation pathways
• Stakeholder and consumer engagement 
• Policy development via co-creation
• Play a pivotal role in 
a. Development of next generation business-science-policy-society interfaces for FS 

transformation
b. The support of all (clusters of) SMEs, Spin-offs, Spin-outs, and other private sector 

parties contributing to the SFS transition.



Set up (How to operate?)



Activities to carry out (What would be expected?)
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ACTIVITY ‘D’
‘Knowledge sharing and scaling’



Transversal Activity Area D ‘Knowledge sharing and scaling











HOW  Activity ‘D’ contribute

•

•

•

•  

• 

•



Proposed knowledge sharing activities

•

•

•
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SRIA evolution and the partnership consortium 



Storyline of the
future Partnership SFS, 
SCAR SWG FS

https://scar-europe.org/index.php/food-main-actions/food-systems-partnership
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/european-partnership-safe-and-sustainable-food-system-people-planet-climate_en


From the SCAR SWG FS to the Partnership SFS  

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-04/ec_rtd_he-partnership-sustainable-food-systems-april_2022.pdf


What is the Partnership SFS about?
Mission and Call: 































The Partnership should aim to 
achieve the following objectives:



Synergies and alignment with Partnerships etc. in HE Cluster 6

Sustainable Food

Systems

Diversity, 

Circularity, 

Adaptability, 

Fair & Just,

Safety, 

One Health, 

etc.

'Biodiversa+'

'Blue Economy'

'Water4All'

'Chemical Risk 

Assessment'

…

'Agroecology‘

Agriculture of data

Animal health & 

welfare

'Circular Bio-based 

Europe'

EIT Food

…

Livestock products based on…  

..new innovative feeds

..high animal welfare/reduced 

medicine use, … 

Reducing Climate footprint of 

livestock products

Food labelling, Climate footprint 

and transparency across the food 

system/value chains

New food/protein sources from land and 
sea (from legumes, to bio-refined grass 
to algae and seaweed)
Natural ingredients (colours, flavours etc.) 

from land and sea

Food safety and novel foods

Under-utilized crops for increased 

diversity in food products

Recycling and upgrading 
residues and waste 
streams

Water use in processing

Food safety 

Variation and quality vis-à-vis 
processing and nutrition

IT integration across FS

- Division of  focus areas, - but which important issues may fall between the cracks?... 



From SCAR and SRIA to SFS partnership

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/PSFS-contribution-survey
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Partnership-SFS-e229e7b2
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TASKFORCE 
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