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Siegfried Harrer is head of the Division for Climate, Global Food 
Security and International Cooperation at the Federal Ofϐice for 
Agriculture and Food (BLE) in Germany. With a background in 
agricultural science, he is responsible for managing funding of 
research projects in the ϐield of global food security and nutrition 
between Germany and research institutes in Sub-Saharan Africa 
and South and Southeast Asia. He is a co-chair of the strategic 
working group ARCH "European agricultural research towards 
greater impacts on global challenges" of SCAR. 

Siegfried Harrer (DE) 
Siegfried.Harrer@ble.de 

Emmanuel Albina (DVM, PhD) is a senior researcher with 30 
years of experience in animal virology and 20 years of experience 
in working for the sustainable development of tropical and 
Mediterranean regions. He is currently working at CIRAD, 
Directorate General for Science and Strategy, in charge of the 
strategic partnership with the EU (Research and Innovation). He 
is a co-chair of the strategic working group ARCH "European 
agricultural research towards greater impacts on global 
challenges" of SCAR. He is also participant of the Refrescar 
project. 

Emmanuel Albina (FR) 
emmanuel.albina@cirad.fr 

Dr. Sevinc Madenoglu is a senior researcher at the General 
Directorate of Agricultural Research and Policies (TAGEM) under 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry of Türkiye, with over 20 
years of research experience in soil science. She holds a BSc, MSc, 
and PhD in Soil Science and Plant Nutrition from Ankara 
University. Her research interests include soil and water 
conservation, soil erosion processes, soil physics, spatial analysis, 
and sustainable soil management. She has served as principal 
and co-investigator in numerous national and international 
projects funded by European Union, FAO, TUǆ BIǚTAK and GEF. 

Sevinc Madenoglu (TR) 
sevinc.madenoglu@tarimorman.gov.tr 



 

Vera Musch is a senior policy advisor at the Dutch Ministry of 
Agriculture, working within the Knowledge and Innovation 
Department. She specializes in the domains of food and nutrition 
security and rural development within the framework of Dutch 
Policies on Food and Nutrition Security. She also engages in the 
agenda on global governance of food systems. Previously, she 
worked as a policy advisor and programme manager at Nufϐic, the 
Dutch organization for internationalization in education, where 
she worked within international cooperation programs and 
gained extensive experience in working with partners across 
Africa, Southeast Asia, and the Middle East. She holds a Master’s 
degree in Business Administration and International Relations. 

Vera Musch (NL) 

Niels Fold - My research addresses the relationship between 
economic-geographic globalization processes and local responses, 
primarily examined through the analytical lens of global value 
chains (GVCs). I have specialized in agro-industrial value chains 
that connect producers in the Global South and consumers in the 
Global North. I aim to understand rural development and agrarian 
transformation by combining structural (GVC) analysis with 
livelihood studies. This approach is applied to the study of 
settlement development and rural-urban relations in rural areas 
dominated by particular crops. Furthermore, my research 
encompasses broader patterns of regional development in the 
Global South such as the dynamics in rural hinterlands of rapidly 
growing metropolitan areas. 

Niels Fold (DK) 
nf@ign.ku.dk 

Anita Srdarev is employed at the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries, Republic of Croatia, at the Service for 
Harmonization with EU Strategies and International Obligations, 
dealing with strategic planning, coordination of the Ministry's 
activities arising from the United Nations 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on Climate 
Change, development of a national strategy for the bioeconomy, 
promotion activities, improvement of knowledge and raising 
awareness in the ϐield of agriculture and bioeconomy. 

Anita Srdarev (HR) 



 

Filippos Bantis is an Assistant Professor of Vegetable and 
Greenhouse Crops at School of Agriculture, University of Western 
Macedonia, Florina, Greece. He holds a PhD in the ϐield of 
Vegetable Crops and a PhD in the ϐield of Plant Physiology. He 
participates/participated in over 13 European and national 
research projects as well as in 4 joint action projects (COST 
Actions). His main research interests are in the ϐield of 
horticultural crop production with view to mitigating the adverse 
effects of climate crisis. His research is distributed in the 
physiology and overall quality of horticultural plants grown under 
controlled conditions in greenhouses and vertical farms, in 
hydroponic systems and open ϐield. 

Filippos Bantis (GR) 
ϐbantis@uowm.gr 

Since 2019, Katharine Tröger works as a funding manager at the 
Federal Ofϐice for Agriculture and Food (BLE), Germany, in a 
program for International Research Cooperation on Global Food 
Security. With a background in Agricultural Sciences, a PhD from 
the University of Kassel and professional experiences in Eastern 
and Southern Africa, she is passionate about transdisciplinary 
research approaches and stakeholder engagement in the context 
of transforming agricultural and food systems. 

Katharine Tröger (DE) 
Katharine.Troeger@ble.de 

José Luis Cruz has a PhD in Rural Development at the Polytechnic 
University of Madrid and a Social Sciences Degree at the 
Complutente University of Madrid. Since 2013, he has been a 
researcher and Head of the Rural Development Department at the 
Madrid Institute for Rural, Agriculture and Food Research and 
Development (IMDRA). His main topics are innovation in 
agricultural and food systems, innovation processes, participatory 
and multiactor processes, and consumers' and farmers' 
perceptions. He works as a researcher, advisor, consultant, 
evaluator, and teacher in European and developing countries. He 
has written several books and papers about international 
development and cooperation. He has worked with NGOs, the 

José Luis Cruz (SP)  Spanish   Agency   International   Development   Cooperation,   and 
                                                     Regional Development Cooperation Agencies. 



 

Susanne Johansson holds a PhD in agronomy from the Swedish 
university of agricultural sciences and is a senior research ofϐicer at 
the Swedish research council Formas. As such her main focus areas 
are working with international research and innovation 
collaborations on agricultural sciences. At present Susanne is a 
national expert for the EU Mission A soil deal for Europe, as well as 
Vice Chair of the Governing Board of the EU partnership 
AGROECOLOGY – Accelerating farming systems transition through 
agroecology Living Labs and Research Infrastructures. In addition 
to SCAR ARCH, she is also member of SCAR WG on agroecology and 
represents Sweden in SCAR Steering Group. Relevant to SCAR 
ARCH’s  areas,  Susanne   was   a   Senior   research   advisor   at   the 

Susanne Johansson (SE) Swedish development agency Sida during 2020-2022. 
Susanne.Johansson@formas.se 

Joaquin Medina holds a PhD in Biological Sciences from the 
Polytechnic University of Madrid and is a Senior Researcher at the 
National Institute of Agricultural and Food Research and 
Technology (INIA), a national center within the Spanish Research 
Council (CSIC). Since 2009, he has been a researcher at the Centre 
for Biotechnology and Genomics of Plants (CBGP). His main 
research interests focus on plant stress responses and the effects of 
global change on crop production, with the goal of developing crops 
that are more efϐicient in water and nutrient use. He has also 
collaborated with the Spanish Agency for International 
Development Cooperation on applied agricultural projects 
 

Joaquin Medina (SP) 
medina.joaquin@inia.csic.es 

Silvio Simon (HR) 
 

David Kranjac (HR) 
 

 

 

 

  



Guests from the Commission: 

Magdalena Gaidzinska (RTD) 

Hans-Joerg Lutzeyer (RTD) 

Cindy Schoumacher (RTD) 

Luis Vivas-Alegre (AGRI) 

Anna Mlynarczyk (AGRI) 

Christophe Larose (INTPA 


